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LU 8.7. Rediscover, describe and draw birds

qferT ohT ST=INUT, IehT UM S Ferstish ohi

Materials

T

Notebook, pen, pencil, colours, etc. Binoculars, camera and field guides (illustrated manuals for identifying
natural objects) are optional.

s, U, Ul 17 31T e, o AR EITE S (1epfeh SReqAT i Te= o {78 |t A3eied) Sehfcush & dehd |

Introduction

poat 2]

Sometimes you see a colourful bird whiz past you, and you long to see it again. At other times, you wonder
when the neighbourhood crow is going to stop cawing and leave you at peace. Birds are everywhere. They
occupy almost all habitats and are a delight to watch! They sing, hunt, eat, fight, fly, swim, and display other
behaviours that leave you perplexed. Birds always riddle you with their actions! You notice a pair of small
birds screech their hearts out and take on a bird that is double their size. Why would they do that?
Suddenly you notice the small birds were trying to protect their nearly invisible (camouflaged) eggs from
the big bird. As you keep observing them, you will see a story unfold. Documenting their behaviour
translates to honing several important skills such as: writing an accurate scientific description, maintaining
logs, organising information, etc.

Fll-aft T forelt G1-fordiT waft 1 I3t 3¢ € 3R 31T 39 foRt & ST =R §| et GO §HE R AT I8 §iad © o TSt
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With increased globalisation, people are coming closer to each other more than ever. But we also seem to
be severing our ties with nature. All of us seek solitude in nature. Watching and listening to birds will
hopefully re-establish our fading connection to nature, which aids in physical and mental well being
(Children & Nature Network and IUCN-CEC Report, 2012), and create an awareness of the diversity of living
things.

G TR0 % WY, AN TR § el ST U GO o e AT T8 8| Al UET AT & o &9 SRR % | ST welei b
v oft o # w Eft W wrifer e 31 okt 2 it g & swie ¥ Re R 3 arer i B ae dey e d
TTT/gES B, ST SN RMHE TR AT{be: SaTeer § Seiad o (g §e "=~ #ede 3R [UCN-CEC fmre, 2012) 31
St st farfererar st TRt STEehdT 3ca=T |

So, let's do some bird-watching!
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* Figure T1: Bird silhouettes- Pixabay (Public Domain/ Creative Commons CCO)

* Figure T2: Picture cards: for Indian Robin (Wikimedia/ Challiyan) and Asian Koel (Wikimedia/ Challiyan).
* Figure T4: Group work during follow-up session 2: Adapted from: Pixabay CCO Creative Commons

» Figure T5: Challiyan of the Malayalam Wikipedia project/ Creative Commons

* Figure 1: Sparrow image: Wikimedia Commons/derivative work of 4028mdk09 /Andreas Plank
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Student Handout #1
TESE TSA™E #1

This Learning Unit invites you to keenly observe the birds in your neighbourhood and document their details.

T8 SATEFTH T3 HATT T & Y1411 Hl T G STacleh - HR 37 19ak0] &l a5 A o 1e7Q STTHFT Ll ol

Introduction to the bird-watching activity
geft STaeTIeh TdTater § Ui

Sometimes you see a colourful bird whiz past you, and you long to see it again. At other times, you wonder
when the neighbourhood crow is going to stop cawing and leave you at peace. Birds are everywhere and
occupy almost all habitats and are a delight to watch! They sing, hunt, eat, fight, fly, swim, and display other
behaviours that leave you perplexed. As you keep observing them, you will see a story unfold. One can
learn a lot from birds. For example, birds may serve as indicators of environmental change. Sometimes,
they have served as inspirations for many human inventions and innovations. For instance, the design of
the Japanese Shinkansen Bullet Train was inspired by the beak of a Kingfisher bird. And not to forget, birds
also play a very important role in our ecosystem by being excellent pollinators, seed dispersers, predators
to crop pests and scavenging on disease spreading animals like rats. Behavior observation is an old tool for
scientists, and for all curious human beings. Animals and birds may reveal many secrets to those who are
willing to observe patiently and keenly. So, let's do some bird-watching!

Fufl-olt ST G1-ferT weft sht 379 U W FTETES S S8 5T <@ BN I AT I U & <@ <red gt e o g o
Y I Gid 2 foh TSIE 3 O W ST BT hid-ahid T se L SN AT wifd et gef e svre arg Sira €, v asft
I (SThfdieh ST H T & S 3¢ Sl Ush Y@ AFwWe Bl 8! 9 T €, Riehr shtd €, @ &, 8 &, e &, 38
&, dtd 2 3R % =T FAER YaRIG HLd & S8 AT 0 T & 1A 8| JH-SE AT ITHT SARA FL 8, SH-98 39 T
TG FHEHT hT T GAd! 5T <@ & el § T Hel 98d 0 €I Hohd 8| IaTeX0T o o qaft wferofiay aitard o ok %
&9 H e L Fehd 8| STk ATRRIT S TG o Ferq oft 3781 7ge R ST < R SaTeor oh foaq STt farehree gete ¢
51 e Prctferer waft o1 <iter & e om 3t 2 o T e =i fF weft ge T 3 wga wewst sfie e #13
e, S S i et 3 et T Rieh T i eTr e 81 s e AT T S St w1 Ri e ¥
iRt ST Tt Ty SaTT o T SHaeR &1 STaciien U [T dehle @ 81 3T i3 SR 7R IcgerdT o @Ter STaeiieh
Y 1 3 R 1 3 Fore i i v 7 v et w81 1 afer g st e

Basics and ethics of bird-watching
Teft STaeTieR shl HeT JTd AR At Tgel

* Keep your distance from the birds when you observe them. If you think the bird is disturbed by
your presence and it keeps flying away, then do not follow it.

STS AT Gfeql 7 AR I & Al S99 Toh I g ST T IR AT T € fofs waft ammq by Sufterfa &
AT B T8 & T gL IS ST Tel @, el 1Y Seeh1 et Feff

+ Do not harm the natural surroundings just to observe the bird better. For example, do not stamp
over plants, or break twigs/branches to get a clear view of a bird.

&ft T SR A o ToTT STepfcieh TRERT shi THET | Ug=Td| IaTeT0T o foTu forell waft o sgat et & fag
Gegt ohl T e, AT fhT a 37 STfeqat ont T il
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« Stay on existing paths, footpath, or trails, and do not trample the fields, crops, or fragile habitats.
TE © S HI, T AT it T & T, T W, B T FHAS AT feh ST b1 T 7 Tgag|

+ Do not encroach (trespass) into private property while bird-watching. Always obtain permission
from the landowner before entering private lands.

Taft sTariteR whid gU forelt ot fosft wiuf & sxaara T sl Frft ffr o€ et o & Tec SRR Ao S ST <l
* Do not be noisy.

IR 7 7=
* Do not feed the birds or play the calls of birds to bring them closer to you.

T3 Shl 37U UTH A o AT SIS 7 2, 3T ufar &t 37res 7 fHehred|

* Moving around may not necessarily mean you will see more birds. If you stand/sit in one place
quietly and patiently, staying absolutely still, you can see many birds.

SUL-3UT A U SR el Toh 311 SATaT iRt Bl < Hehil| ST AT ok SiTe W ot feet srifaeies STk eiqeies St
TGS T T ot 3T 31k Tl ki 3@ Tehd B
* Be extra careful about observing birds during the breeding season.

TSI o HHH o ST T&ft STl o folT STTeT Qrare=i sitd|

+ Do not approach any nesting area or nest. Observe nests from a distance. Use a pair of binoculars
or scope.

Torelt oft SITEeT ST o &1 31 Sieet o ITd 7 SITU| Hieet 31 gl  STeelsh shil Th SISl glei= AT Thid shT ST |
* Never handle the nest, eggs or chicks.
uft o e, st o S 8
+ Itis generally considered unethical to click photographs of nests and chicks. If you intend to click
photographs of nesting birds, do so from a safe distance.

BT 37 TSI T HeT THT AT AR SAfe HIT ST 21 ST AT Siea s arel 9aft 37 el ol =Ted &
A1 58 U geiera g 9 i

» Potential predators of bird-chicks and eggs like crows, dogs and cats may follow you around while
you are walking and observing birds. Please be careful so as to not lead them to nesting areas.

e 3T et ST A g A T8 8 ar gaft 3R TSt & wrford fRrerrt S e, et ot farfert stmoe der
Tehd 2| AT AT T dTfeh 3T 3¢ Sidall dsh 7 of S|

+ If possible, wear dull coloured clothes while bird-watching. Avoid strong-odoured powders, creams,
perfumes, lotions, etc.

I EW B AT 98Tt AT o TH Tk UT o HUS U] I 119 dTet TISe, 31, TR, TR TS o FEHTe 7
Ea

Remember, bird watchers must always act in ways that do not endanger the birds and their surroundings.

7G 7@ 1o Teft Il 1 g0 56 TR 1 T SR foh 3 Uferat 31K 37 Trahfash TRET &1 @k 4 1 ST
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Terms used to describe bird behaviour

Teft SAAER T T T & ToTT STINT kY AT et Srsare et
Here are some of the behaviours that you may observe:

geft o YRR hl /Ui i T s (terms):

Feeding: eating food or drinking water.

(BITE) - TSI @ A7 are o

Flocking: birds grouping together, either during flying, or while looking for food.
AT : e <61 IS ST, A1 Al S HH AT WIS hl A1l Hid qHa|

Flying: the act of staying in the air, by flapping wings or soaring.

AT : T T HSHS AT IS M T & H o1 T ohl TohATl

Foraging: the act of searching/looking around for food.

HREAT : s g 3 o = i e o e

Mating: the action of birds coming together to breed.

T ; I o foTe ufar o ure 31 < fepaml

Nesting: the act of building a nest, which is a structure to hold the eggs and chicks.
AR : ST ST o e, e Uk Qe T & fore o1 st o e 8

Preening: the act of cleaning feathers by oneself or another bird.

ST - e @ AT 311 veft ok SR Ol Rl | L s Rl

Bathing: birds immersing themselves in water to clean or cool themselves

ST : T&ft STO 37T S T LA AT ST W@ o Foaq qTt H garshi e &

Roosting: a behaviour where birds settle in groups (or alone), at a particular area to rest/sleep.
FT : Tk FaE (e vaft Tg T AT STehcl T foRIT &1 T TR 3TH #hid a1 91 8

Singing or calling: communication between birds.

T&fEfT am et - uftrt & sfter o8 Tae 1 Uk a8 2

Territorial display: the act of protecting a tree branch, a nesting site, or an area on the ground. This
could also involve attacking/fighting another bird or animal.

SRt fowred : Torelt Ug ol ST, SIeretl ST shT T 2T 91 TC fefelt ST 26l Team st ot | sa et veft
ST 8 SIS AT STSHAVT AT ot I &1 Hehell 2

Walking/hopping/wading/swimming: movement on the ground/in the water.
T/ H A/ : HfH O AT o= H 7|

Courtship: Various forms of communication like songs, dances, plumage, etc., in an attempt to
attract a mate.

ISR : Tref} T AT A o fafrT wehr ot Sraiia/dueh o e S8 T, o3, Ta 3ot o gl
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Throat

Breast

9 maT Leg T~ Claw
> > 2T ES1
Figure 1: Parts of a bird
R 1: geff & vy

When you want to describe the bird, use the terms mentioned above for better description. For e.g.: The
bird’s throat was black in colour. It had a white belly and a red vent.

STe 319 g&f) shT Ui AT TR § dF Sgdt frawor & foit FuT € i) wreerafora sht SU=T shi| 3eTeLul & fora weft o 7ot &1 T
AT AT, IEHT U Tha S ITaT AT T 7 1)
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Student Handout #2
TZIT FSATIC #2
Task 1: What to do?
H 1; FITHEATE?

(Time: Ten minutes each, in the morning, noon, and evening, for four weeks: individual activity).
(VT GoTe STl AR R H 10 fiFe & FoIg = 8T de AT Tafar )|
« Carefully go through the “Basics and ethics of bird-watching” [Student Handout #1]
HIAETHIIE e it STaaieh i 7l a1l 3R 396 ¢ o Teqell 1 ST L [FSe 28318 #1]|
* Choose a safe place in the school/near your home, where you notice bird activity.

3 TrEITERT AT B o T e GUIaTd STE WISt STt SATT 9&ft STt shi ey s Hehl

+ For ten minutes in the morning, noon, and evening, spend time observing one species of birds,
from your “observation point”.

HeTE, AITET T I 1 10 T o FIT 10 SAeredien ohg @ Wefl shi fefell STl ohT Sferetishd id §¢ que forard|

+ Write the following header information in your notebook: day, date, time, weather, location, and for
how long you carried out your observation activity.

O e H freforfiad gemmetl o ford: fe, fafer, aw, Hiam, wom 31 T s7ot sraretien it fra an
ek STRT Tl

* Observe the birds patiently and quietly. Write down everything the bird does.
et o1 iR 3t S SR ) o o it R e 2, 3 T ferd

+ Refer to Student Handout #1 titled “Terms used to describe bird behaviour” and “Parts of a bird".
Try to use the terms in your descriptions and drawings.

o feraor e femti o ¥2g2 de1Se #1 o ¥five “wafl Sae 1 Jvui o foIg STt Srearaferat” S “uaft & shr
1 Ty ol

+ Draw the bird, as you see it, and label it. You can also colour it if you would like to. It is alright if your
drawing is not beautiful. Focus on drawing what you see.

AT 19 vefl i @ &, ST T H IERT o SHT 3T A (label) il IR 1T =TEd & T SEH 7 +ff 9 b 2
I HATTHT T T 7T 8 T S ST 1| 3T ST STSATHA L 8, IET STTER o1 s TS hisd
+ If after one week, you are unable to make observations, use the “Observation Guidelines” [Student

Handout #3] to make your notes.

3T T HHTE a1Q Hf 177 STl i 8 3o € a1 310 e’ s o fog “sraare feem-faer [wEe deatmse

#3] T 3TN |
Tip: You are free to write the descriptions in your own words, and you can use drawings, illustrations,
flowcharts, etc., to make detailed descriptions. Let us say you are observing a House crow and after few
minutes, it flies away. Make a note of it and then continue to observe another crow. You are welcome to
observe the birds for more than ten minutes also. Write down what you find interesting about the bird or
its behaviour.

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE. December 2025 7
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TS 3T foraror it 370 w1t H fore 3 forg waretr & 37 31y forsit, guia, weit =i, geanfe shr ST foreqar ferareor 3 forg a0
Hehd 2| WM SIS foh ATY Toh o] hidl 1 SAeTedishd T T® € AR F& [l % 18 98 g 3¢ ST 21 319 36k o 7 fevqofy
(A1) fore AT fohT T el AT STl AT I& il 1T T&ft 37 10 fire & Sarer o 7o ot STt T aohd 8l vaft A
3ok IR o SN T SATIh! T fEe=red o, SHeh! ford|

Task 2: What to do with your data?
T 2: TTUhT STTRS T hT AT AT &2
(Time: 80-120 minutes, to be done four weeks after task 1, group work, along with the teacher)
(TW: 80 & 120 fire, Frf 1 o 4 THAT SlTG oRaT ST 1T &, 36 STEATIe o §TeT W id AT BT 8)|
1. Form groups with your friends who observed the same species. Discuss your observations.
I SR o6 Tl TF WHE SHTG, S o &1 SISl 31 STl TR 81 ST 7ot STaeirsri 9t =i il

2. Use “Guiding questions for task 2" listed in this handout to compile your findings. For example, for
each question listed in the “guiding questions”, list the observations from all observers.

O Tt bl HehleTd i o 1T, 39 Se3T1Se | Fellerg Tiafae 2 % foTg Amiaster T 1 SN il 3TTETT &
for, wiester ot eterg Tedieh W3 o fIq vt Sterciishiehaiatl o STaeiiehl ol gellarg il

3. For each question, try to identify the similarities and dissimilarities in your observations across the
group.
S T o ToTT, T8 H ST STl § FHaTA! ST STEHATAT bl TE=T hl hITTRT i)

4. Look for aspects that you would need to make more precise observations for. For example, is the

House crow only black colour? Or is it a combination of grey and black?
3 TR HAT hi aRAT e oA STkt SATaT Heteh STl shi STawaehl Bt IATETN o AT, T =] el 1 T
e IS & BT 82 7T I8 TALT ST HTet TT o7 fzrom Ear 22

Tip: If you think you have less data/notes, then continue your observations for another one or two weeks.
Then repeat task 2 with your friends.

AT ST ST AT 8 foh STk e ST7ehgl/[Eauft 5w 2 ol 3119 Teh 7 a1 31 gl ek AT SeTeileh ST Tel| 36k a1G
T 3R o AT 1Y 2 i AT

Guiding questions for task 2
T 2 o ToTC Wiy O
1. Where did you usually sight the bird (grass, shrub, ground, trees)?
AT fopelt vafl bl AT W el < @ (3, HE, 9, Ug)?
2. Which time of the day did you most often sight the bird? When is it most active?
3T veft Rt Ta o forer T der@t ST <wn? o SATaT Wik e A2
3. What kind of perch (higher branch, lower branch, ground) does the bird prefer?
Taft Forer TR ohT ST (S5t ST, i 3T =TT, [fH) TEE T 22
4. Did the bird stay in the same spot for long or did it keep changing its location?
AT Tafl Ueh T T el G T L&, AT I8 ST T FHIT Saerdl 1?2

5. What was the bird most often seen eating?

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE. December 2025 8
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geft ST SATHAR 9 AT T G T2
6. Isthe bird social (moves in a group), or usually seen alone?
T W FIATISTe (FHE H TedT) o1 37 R ool f@Ts <t 912

7. Were the birds always sighted in pairs (male/female or male/male or female/female or with a bird
of another species)?

1 veft TUIIT SIS H foETs 3d O (FR/HTET AT YA AT HISH/HTET AT his 3T TSI o gafl 3 |rer )?
8. Does the bird prefer to be near birds of its own kind (same species)?
T qeft 379 THE (TH TSTTTer) 3 Tfer o qTe T&T e ShidT oT?
9. Does the bird prefer to be near birds of different species?
T g&ft ST ST oh el oh U1 T 6 ahidT 22
10. Is the bird very vocal (makes a lot of calls/noise) or quiet?
T &l T (F5A SATET ST/ 8 A7 M 82
11. What are the biotic components (other members of the same species, other species of birds, other
animals) that the bird interacted with.
A I W SAforeh Sk (HHT SIS o 311 Ha&d, 1= TS o adl, 311 Siq) o 5o dueh # vaft s
12. What are the abiotic components (water body, soil) that the bird interacted with?
I Y Sfereh "o (I 9id, gt o e veht dush o s
13. Did you see any nesting sites? How many of the birds were nesting?
T TTI EHAT ST T RIS T <@? fora ueft siiwet a1 @ 92
14. Does the silhouette of the bird always appear the same?
T qeft T BT For GHLT Ueh ST ot ot 82
15. What are the life forms (birds/animals/reptiles) that the bird seems to fear?
o s | Sfier (vefl/siq/adgy) €, o el star 22
16. What are the life forms (birds/animals/reptiles) that the bird does not seem to fear?
A I & Stta (qafl/siq/aigy) €, e vaft 72t <t 82
17. Do the birds fly away if human beings are close by?
AT AT o Fofateh A W 9afl g 3g Sfd €2
18. What was the most interesting observation you noted?
HTToh ITTAR T [GeT=red STt eh a7 o1?
19. What behaviour (foraging, preening) was most often seen, when observing the bird?
ST AT Y&fl T STTATR FL IR A 1 SATAR T ST I hi-81 FTER (FHT G/ e & T HARAT) ST
@
20. Did you see any roosting sites? How many of the birds were roosting?

AT I TS foremd o <@ fora vaft fagm s @ 99
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Task 3: Refining your documentation

T 3: U FEATAAL R FUN
(Time: 80 minutes, to be done one/two weeks after task 2: group work, along with the teacher)
(Ev: 80 TiTe, FTl 2 o U AT 3l ST Sl1a FohaT STHT BIT €, 36 STEATT o BT 5o il AT aidT 8)|

1. Work towards refining your documentation. You can add mind maps, flowcharts, flash cards or

present your observations in any visual form in addition to your original writing.
I TEATEST Sl GURA o Hrd il T AIES A, Al <A1, FAT HIS il M HL Thel © AT U 7oA oG &
SATAT AT ST ST i o ¥ T T H T L Tl 2
2. If you have observed any peculiar or interesting behaviour of a bird, then write a short report on it,
giving exact details.

I AT Torelt weft =1 1 STSTiel AT Urereh AR ST & Al 36 T U ©eh [oraoT ol ¢ 0o o7 Nfeaed forl

TInteresting cbservations

Crows use many things as nesting

metal wires, torn cloth pieces and even
plastic pieces and fake them to its nest.
They usually sheo-away other birds,
Sparrows seem scared of crows. Crows
sometimes sit in a group. Crows chase

other birds, They eat many J;hinss.

HOUSE CROW / #¥31T / FTaesT

Description of the bird:
The forehead, crown,
throat and upper breast
are shiny black. The neck
and breast are lighter
grey-brown in colour. The
wings, tail and legs are
black Eyes and beak are
black.

materials. We saw them pick nylen rope,

Seund

Caw-caw (harsh sound)

Habitat

Lawns, gardens, trees, ground

Diet

Fruits, dead animals, food scraps

Other information

SCHOOL o o
MAP oo

They don't seem fo be scare of human beings. We heard
stories about crow from our grondpumrrl&

In a reugh 2-D map of
your school/
neighbourhoad, mark in
red spots where dll you
sighted the bird.

Many pigeons were
flocked together on
the lawn

Other Pigeons

The pigeons were Soil
walking on the lawn

Lawn/ Grass ‘\ /
& -7 House Crow
The crows were at

— Blue rock
House Myna Pigeon
There was a l \

The pigeons were
feeding something from
the ground/ soil

a slight distance
from the pigeons
group of Mynas
foraging near by

Puddle of water

(collected due to

leaking AC vent)
The pigeons drank water
from this puddle of water

MR It started to rain
Building started to rai

When it started raining, the
pigeons flew and took refuge
under the building roof.

Figure 2: Templates: Example of a possible flash card (left) and an interaction map of a blue rock pigeon (right)
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Most Important
atfar wgearqu

Your notes should be a reflection of what you observed over four weeks or more. It should not be copied
from books or the Internet.

ST =R EHIT AT 3T SATET T ek ST AT i [oRaT, T ATk e | @1 =1eu| I% fohdTer A1 $etie ot et T/l
BT =R

Try to use the new terms that have been introduced in Student Handout #1 (For example, see the italicised
words in the above interaction map)

ST TSN #1 | 134, T ¥1oaT T IWANT FTA HT IR HL (I % T, IRIH TR Harg At | fos su
ECIREIRIEAEAC)]

If you think that your data is not enough, continue the observations for a few more weeks.

H ST AT & foh HATTeh HATehg TATH T & 1 1T Fw 3 Wl doh FeTeleh] ST T Hoh &
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Student Handout #3
ST TTATE 43
Observation Guidelines (optional)
AR HTIGTITeRT (AhieUh)

Write down “who, what, when and where” about the bird you observed.

Y IR fohT 71T geft & S H "ohi, 4T, ohel SN el ford]

What was the bird doing?
Teft T Y T AT?

Was the bird looking for food (foraging)? If so, where?
T UEll IS G TeT 91?7 3T &l dl et

Was the bird perched (sitting) or flying?
T qefl SIaT o I 3 T/ AT?

Did you observe birds nesting?

Caution: Never approach a nesting site. Observe from
a distance.

T AT TTEr o Hib oE?

HIEHH : it e o6 I8 7 ST6)| g H & el il

Did the bird walk or hop? Do you think the bird could

walk/hop backwards?
T T&ft =TT 8T o, AT $a T oT? T SATTeh! e & fof

Taft I =t AT Fah ol &2

Did you see the bird swimming?

T AT Tafl T dTd g 3T 917

Was the bird staring at one place for a long time? If so,
where?
T geft foRelt ek T ShT ofvel W ek FER @t 9m? ST 't

IV,

How was the behaviour of the bird around the nest?
Who was present near the nest? Male/s and/or
female/s?

el 3 ST UTH edt 31 TR ShdT 977 T X ST H1aT

2R Tt o

Was the bird cleaning itself (preening) or bathing?
T 9T & I =< § AT FLTET o7 A7 7T &I 412

Did the bird seem restless, nervous, calling loudly? If
yes, why?

T Tt RIS T8 T, HIgH T A7 S-S § STt
TET AT? A&, ol 12

Did the bird take a dip or a dive in the water? How long
did it stay under water?

T veft 3 I 7 GeTehT 3T 7T ST T2 FE T o et
forat ST @

Did you see the bird picking up things (twigs, cloth,
plastic, wires, grains, worms, stones)?

FIT ST geft Bt =iSit (ST, U, wlTfies, ar, 3, Hie,
YeeR) I 33Td T 3WT?

Did the bird feed on anything? If so, what was it feeding
on?
1 &l 5 W TET AT Bl dl 9 T Wl &7 AT

Do you think the bird was collecting nesting material? If
so, what materials?

Did the birds show any signs of “territorial displays"?

a1 yefl I UTef3Ten TS T IS Hehd feaT?

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE. December 2025
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T SATYhT 7T & foh Teft 79T Serett s shi el sehgr
L TET 917 T, & af hi-Hf grmafo

Did the bird drink water? If yes, from where?

gl J ot dm ar? SR g a het 9

Was the bird resting in one place?
AT Y& Teh B TAT 9 TOH HL LT AT

Did the bird ruffle its feathers?
T &l o A T hl AT AT

Did the bird stand on one leg?
T 9t Tk W EST A

Did you observe any peculiar behaviour of the bird?

T A9 g&fi 1 IS foRy e E@n?

Was the bird continuously in one place?
AT J&fT TN Toh & €A W 212

Did you see the birds mating? (breeding)
T ST T h! THITH FHLd g @ (T )

Was the bird sleeping?
T qadt | T o

Did you see the bird urinate/ excrete waste? Do they
do this often?

T AT T&dt shl A3 AT 3Ld §T S@T? 1 of AHAR T
T L &2

Did you see the bird fighting? If yes, with whom? What
was it doing to fight?

T AT T i AASd T @12 SR & Al [ohereh |11 I8
e o foTu =T Rt T&T om?

What did the bird look like?
et S foma &2

Describe what the bird looks like. Try and draw how
the bird looks.
geft e fagdT &, SHeRT Ui o] 37T SHeRT f<ist 1 hr

T |

How many toes did the feet of the bird have? Draw the
arrangement of the bird’s toes.

geft o 9T H forat Snferat oft goeht ST s o1 S
e

What was the size of the bird?
qeft ShT STTRN fohaHT 27

What's the most prominent feature of the bird?

Taft i Her TeeEUt forTeT 2

Do you think it was bigger/smaller than your palm?

AT HTYehT AT 2 o a7 SATThT g9elt & e AT Bier 22

What was the colour of the bird? What were the
colours of the different parts?

geft ot o7 e B2 fofir= s F R T &2

Can you guess the height/weight of the bird?
T 1T T 1 HeATS/AS T ST T okl 67

What was the colour of the bird's eye?

geft ht AT Shi TT 1 82

Did the bird try to camouflage itself with its
surroundings? If yes, how?

AT qaft 3 STehfcreh TERT H e o U (SATERIT) T SAH
ToRaT? ST BT AT S

Did all the members of the same species look the
same? If not, how were they different?

FAT GHM TSI & it geeg yeft uen S fewd 82 s =t
T FE R

Describe and draw the shape of the bird’s beak. What

do you think might be its food?
T&ft o =TT oh STTRT ShT U hl T TR T SHTT| 3T

Could you tell apart the male and the female of the
same species? How?

T AT GH TSI o AL S AT T S T Fohd 22 hdl?
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AT AT R, ERT IS T T2

Draw the feet of the bird. What is the shape and colour

of the feet?
Taf} o O T forer ST 9K T T ST STTeRf T 22

Did either member (male or female) of the species look
more colourful than the other?
T T STl o Teft shT Uoh Beed (T AT H1aT) g8l Heed o

SgTeT Tr-feiam 22

Who was the bird with?
ueft fererer @Ter a2

How did the bird sound?
Teft i ATaTS HHT oft?

Was the bird alone or was it seen in a group? Give the
group number/size.
T T TRl AT A1 THE H ot o2 g shi wen A

HTh ddTT|

Was the bird singing or calling? If yes, describe how it
sounded.
AT T T T&T 0T A7 SATETS Rl LT o2 3R & af Sarsy

Tor USRI TaTST S oft?

Did the bird tend to move in a group (flocking)?
T 9T HHE AT FUS H AT T LT 912

Was the bird continuously making calls?

T geft TR ITTaTS! fHehTe W& om?

Was the bird always seen in a pair (male and female,
male and male, female and female, or with a bird of
another species)?

FAT geft T SIS (X 3T Tren) # fowrs feam om

Assign a mnemonic to the bird's call. (What would it
sound like if you wrote it out in English/Hindi?). (Che-
che-che, caw-caw, houp-houp)

weft ST SATATST ST Teh THOT QAR | (SThT ST Shll BT
IR 3T 39 & ° fora )| (F-2-2, F1a-Fra, 29-3)

Did the group comprise of the same species or
different species? Describe the interactions within the

group.
T THE W EH ST o et e o A1 ST S

geft oft STTfiret 99 37 o sfier Y ST SR (SR
U

How was the bird's tone - melodious, sweet, harsh,
loud, screechy?

Taft 3T T T AT ST, HYT, FW, I, == e

Did the bird interact with or get chased by any other
animals (e.g., insect, dog, reptile)?

T et = Tereft ST o wrer Farrg foparm 3 forelt Siq (S
SIS, T, WY SATTe) ST 3wkt et o mm?

Did the bird sing when perching, when flying, or both?
1 gl 3 T TR, ST 98 ST T I 3 L& AT AT S b

S

Were there any other animals or birds near the bird's
nest (if observed)?

T SR § 319 1T ok gaft & =ieet & 919 his 3T
S 1 gE et &

Did you find instances where you thought two or more
birds were communicating with each other?

T SATA RIS UHT SFTET 10T SFe 1 0l Th GHL oh |1
e B A?

Were there any chicks (did you hear them) present?

AT IR TS HISIE o (AT ST IThT ST GrAT)?

Did the bird make more than one type of call?
FT vl § Uk W SATST Y T TS fHahrer o
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Where was the bird seen?

geft et W T 82

When did you see the bird?
MU T&ft T hal T oT?

Describe or draw the immediate surroundings of the
bird.
uef} o FeahTefi= afasT T gl sl 37 forsr T

Mention the day, date, time, location, and duration of
observation.

Sraetieh ot fo, fafdr, oo, wormm ot srafty sramd)

Was the bird easy to see or did it stay hidden?
AT T&ft Shi ST ST o1 37 3 T AT T2

Was the bird commonly seen during the day/night?
T T Tt AR W T 5 31 T H @ Sirar 22

How long did it take for you to find the bird again?
HTIh! T&fT 1 : WIS H foha1 a0 aem?

Was the bird commonly seen through out the day?

T weft A R o fos dar 2

How long did you watch the bird? Also mention if you
observed the same specimen for the entire duration of
observation.

AT T 2T o EHe e 9@n? A oft ST foh T AT U
SFIATHT o S SHT Teh &ft bt @n?

Describe the weather. Was it cloudy/ sunny/ warm/
hot/ dry/ humid/ shade/ cold/ windy? What was the
temperature like?

gt o W 6T forewor 3| R S8t 9 sed, o, THi/SAET
T, IHR/BTA/SST/EaTETR W 917 ATIHT ShaT 17

Where was the bird sighted: tree, ground, grass, shrub,
waterbody, etc.?

&l ST el T AT AT : U, Y, HE, 1Y, STerid 3Tfa?

Was the bird more easily seen during morning,
afternoon, or evening?

T Uefl sh GelE, SIUeL IT YT i SATET A & <@ STl
&

What other signs (evidence) of the bird did you see?

Teft ok 3T I A Teha (THTUT) I &2

Did you find any discarded feathers? Draw and colour
the feather you found.

T HTTR! 15 T ket g firetr? Seeht ot smTd 31t
EEERURI

Did you see bird droppings? (body waste)? Describe it.
FAT AT T&ft o sfie 3@? (IR o Icasil uaTeh)? STt ST

3

Can you guess which body part the feather came from?

AT AT IS T Hohd & foh 98 U9 IR o forer feemr &
EETSIRIV:

If so, what was the colour and texture of the bird's

droppings?
ST UET & 1 qadt o sffe o1 T ST oA et oft?

Did you see any bird footprints? If yes, can you guess if
this was a land or water bird?

AT IO &t o Yeforg @2 ST T T 31T ST o
HeRd © o6 AT {10 T qaft o 31 It 1

Did you see a nest? If yes, what was the location of the
nest?

AT ITTI IS AT SWT? ST & T SHRT T gl AT?

Did you spot any other signs that indicated that a bird
was there?

AT I s 3R fog 2@ S 78 war @ & for veft o

T A?

Did you see any dead specimen of a bird? If so, how do
you think it died? Caution: Do not touch dead
specimens with bare hands.

T 3T & T 2h1s Td IR @12 SR T AT A9 FIT
THTAT &, IHeh! A ¥ B3 of1? &I 3 T IR 1 =1 g1edi &
Ty
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What did the bird do at the end of the day?

o o afa o weft s waT 22
Did you find your bird roosting? Did it roost alone or in a group?
FAT AT &t i S §T T2 T I8 3okt 93T & AT THE H?
Did it always roost in the same place/tree? If yes, which |If in a group, were the other birds of the same species
one? or a different one?
T 9T THTT 3H STE/IS WoadT 82 SR A B 4?7 | 37T A T a1 T 9t FT S o B & AT STehT-3TTHT
EEIGRIEY
Describe the bird's roosting behaviour. Did they make a lot of noise or were they quiet?
Taft % 3  HAGER H JUHA T S g T LA & 1 07 22
Is the roosting site and the nesting site same for the Did the bird come to the roosting spot at the same
bird? time every day or at different times of the day?
AT TEft o I3 T T ST HiTcl I TIF TR T gare? | el ST s o € 9T 9ffe Te &t 9w ot 37mar o
T & o ST 99 T2
Table 1
ATfeTeRT 1

Note: Feel free to address any other aspects of birds as well. Direct your attention not only to the bird but
also its immediate environment. The above questions are just meant to serve as pointers to initiate your
bird observations.

feoauft: ferlt @ g Rt =1 Tee] a1 foRIvarett 1 +ft 1T (a1 Fehd &) SToAT S gaft X & T Afedh 36 ATehITh
TTeReT T +ff 3| ITIE T ST el ST h1 S 6 T § Taet SATavash SRR o a |/ g e &

Field Guides

Hies MEsH

« Ali, S.(2002). The book of Indian birds (13th Edition). Mumbai: BNHS.

+ Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T. (2011). Birds of the Indian subcontinent (2nd Edition). London:
Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm.

+ Kazmierczak, K., & Ber van Perlo (lllustrator) (2000). A field guide to the birds of the Indian
subcontinent(1st Edition). London: Pica Press/Christopher Helm

* Early Bird Pocket Guide by Nature Conservation Foundation (Multilingual).
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