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Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

&= 3N, oI 3for A

Introduction

MNE

Sometimes you see a colourful bird whiz past you, and you long to see it again. At other times, you
wonder when the neighbourhood crow is going to stop cawing and leave you at peace. Birds are
everywhere. They occupy almost all habitats and are a delight to watch! They sing, hunt, eat, fight, fly,
swim, and display other behaviours that leave you perplexed. Birds always riddle you with their actions!
You notice a pair of small birds screech their hearts out and take on a bird that is double their size. Why
would they do that? Suddenly you notice the small birds were trying to protect their nearly invisible
(camouflaged) eggs from the big bird. As you keep observing them, you will see a story unfold.
Documenting their behaviour translates to honing several important skills such as: writing an accurate
scientific description, maintaining logs, organising information, etc.

BIE] T Jre! TTRT TSR gafl R..X S... STaTST BRI qIof ST TS AT I g1 s Hesrdn
3731 JTUETT BRI TR BIE! AT, MU ATSATIA] TS Blaes] ATl “Dlaebla e AT Ig
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i fAReTor HROT, e eRl 3T ! UalY TTaTd, I A@adid, WIad, Sedid, Sedid, qlgdld 31T
33T HRIHAT BT DI AT Sl I, Ul ATT Pelivil TgH e ATTT3] DISAT STehellel. TETe
dab] e UTiSes 3T b1 S8l Uedidl el SISl fdhebToocd edTuen e T RTT YedTeR <les
BT ST Y&l 3 BT BRI 3R aX? Halferd I gIfees IR JFeTal e Bl & FBTaer Uall
HeSE ol fag 7 v A ST AISHT YeATURI araqugTel U] BRI . Jral ok rd e
PRI ST, TR RIS LS T ST ISTSd S, T adv[ebidl quziearR drfed
fofeeama fhde Tewardl Slared, S ATd qui @yl fosf2or, Joso Frato o, Arfed e
AU sSR! — fwiid gland.

With increased globalisation, people are coming closer to each other more than ever. But we also seem
to be severing our ties with nature. All of us seek solitude in nature. Watching and listening to birds will
hopefully re-establish our fading connection to nature, which aids in physical and mental well being

(Children & Nature Network and IUCN-CEC Report, 2012), and create an awareness of the diversity of
living things.

T&TAT ST BRI, Bldh YhHbodes A JATed. U], ATIGRIGR [FATMERIER 3-0hes JATes Haed
Jed ATches TS, Hrel SIvT aeTiedT AT Uehidl 2E0ATaN JT BRI, egid f+RI1eror ol S1for
QAT AT V0T Aifes o3 FRAEN qed araois ded gl Siee i1 ABAN. AR IRING

T AARD W@RY GIRIST Had 819 b 3NN Foilaidies fafdecrat sioftg i gre; ared
(Children & Nature Network and IUCN-CEC Report, 2012).

So, let’s do some bird-watching!
IS IR, Tt -fA1eqor o a7

Materials required
HATATS! SR Aifeed:

Notebook, pen, pencil, colours and binoculars. Camera and field guides (illustrated manuals for
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identifying natural objects) may be optional.

TE!, U, UlRTes, 1, gIAuR. BHRT on1for e Anie R (IR aTel e uarrdt e YReyeT) uai

U S X A dld.
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gell-FReueRls a1 egae gehrdl URINEG g<il TR & AT ARSI IR -HETHES ThT31d
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Student Handout #1
fremeatard) uf3raT #1

This Learning Unit invites you to keenly observe the birds in your neighbourhood and document their
details.

g7 ST TCh I53 gl URRT s Gerel [ARIeror vl 31for cgregifayadl ausficsr fosgol, ser
3Te.

Introduction to the bird-watching activity

geft-faieror: s

Sometimes you see a colourful bird whiz past you, and you long to see it again. At other times, you
wonder when the neighbourhood crow is going to stop cawing and leave you at peace. Birds are
everywhere. They occupy almost all habitats and are a delight to watch! They sing, hunt, eat, fight, fly,
swim, and display other behaviours that leave you perplexed. As you keep observing them, you will see
a story unfold. One can learn a lot from birds. For example, birds may serve as indicators of
environmental change. Sometimes, they have served as inspirations for many human inventions and
innovations. For instance, the design of the Japanese Shinkansen Bullet Train was inspired by the beak
of a Kingfisher bird. And not to forget, birds also play a very important role in our ecosystem by being
excellent pollinators, seed dispersers, predators to crop pests and scavenging on disease spreading
animals like rats. Behavior observation is an old tool for scientists, and for all curious human beings.
Animals and birds may reveal many secrets to those who are willing to observe patiently and keenly.
So, let’'s do some bird-watching!

HTE! dobl Jre! gra] e’ vell YR SATarsT i aro ST ure M O YoeT uTern fHyeran
3131 JTUETT BRI TR BIE] AT, U] ATSATSIA] TS BIaes] ATl “Dlaepra e AT Ig
STl AT 9T 37907 TeTd 3rd. Y&l d=f ST9dld. o STdaduTd Id Wbl ffSaryid Nrgdrd Ifor
i fAReToT HROT, e R 3T | Ukl TITaTd, I Aeadid, WIad, Sedid, Sedid, Ulgdld 31T
373N BRI HRAT DI AMIVT I BT, MUV Geichg U Hrel R Adhdl. Iarexond, uafl 7
TRV e q2id U BIH HAdK. Blel deol, Yall 3 T JNLRITST 30T IUBHHANTS
THRTERNY oXcs 3fed. ST, S HdTs Rieia goie ¢l dxem € e (o fhfhar velh)
U] AIdIgaTd HRUIT IATes! ATe. AT [ ASUIR ATEl DI &l qed] IREAT IRITH
3T 15T TR WU HTH HRard, UHIaR TShed] SIS Hefol ITHRIT HRAT, THd T TR
BRI SERIRART YT0ATE] 13 BRUIRT Heward! YHd] IR TSN, ad--FRIev 8 d=ii-aindt
30T 7 TR FeRIATST ST SBIBIURLT =Tl 3ATeres Ueb ATEH 3178, Sf Hrofl 371for yeft 21 anicqor
3ATFOT I ehai=l FIRIETT BRAT, T 3T BlS! IS Dl T, F3T Uell-Fleror o 1!

Basics and ethics of bird-watching
eft-fadteror: w1t geya fFram anfor ge

* Keep your distance from the birds when you observe them. If you think the bird is disturbed by your
presence and it keeps flying away, then do not follow it.

Sieg] el uedid FMRIeTor dRd 3Tes, deal Jrel ey ATs g S V&1, JRIA 39 dIces bl
T Y&l SRR ST 318 STVT A1 eldd g ST d& a3 38, AT T UIBGHT Ba Tahl.

* Do not harm the natural surroundings just to observe the bird better. For example, do not stamp
over plants, or break twigs/branches to get a clear view of a bird.
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Uell ITEvgTTS] ATSIETST MR B! e hl. Iarexvned, et wiie fawdrar ® o deiles gy
RIS &g, AT fhdT SIS S8Toodl/ el Thg T,

« Stay on existing paths, footpath, or trails, and do not trample the fields, crops, or fragile habitats.
SR AT YATIR, HeUIT=a fehal URIdTCa=as aTcse BT, FTava dTe3d ¥al. Hudl 31,

o

Gicp b ATS[eh SAfEaTe IrRIRATSt S el

* Do not encroach (trespass) into private property while bird-watching. Always obtain permission from
the land-owner before entering private lands.

q&ﬁ-lﬁélw FRGIRI iﬂl\ﬂ‘(l\l HIAHTI UdI hXa D], {S{I\ﬂ‘(l\l NINGECEIRCAGIE éf?fla ST T -
HToshid! GRAT] €21,

* Do not be noisy.
eSS fhdl JIRSRIRS H<a Th.

* Do not feed the birds or play the calls of birds to bring them closer to you.

TeTl STere Td T T WTEl <3 Tl fhdl i< 3l Tepes ba Tl

* Moving around may not necessarily mean you will see more birds. If you stand/sit in one place
quietly and patiently, staying absolutely still, you can see many birds.

! SITSATSIAT R TSI TR Jrele Al Yall Uil [Hesdics, 31T 18], SR ¥l Gl Sl
AU, BT 7 DHRAT S SAT {hal S, TR JraTel Afere Telt fag areparre.

* Be extra careful about observing birds during the breeding season.
YeRITET TSR Te8Td AT [FIRIET0T HRaT 3Tferds dhiesol] &l

* Do not approach any nesting area or nest. Observe nests from a distance. Use a pair of binoculars
or scope.

eI TR AT SHISTae fhdl TRETSTaw ST, ], i 8RS gead UTel. ITS! gaiol
b w1 (gt .

* Never handle the nest, eggs or chicks.
Ued TR, 3! e fUes i1 el BTl e,

* It is generally considered unethical to click photographs of nests and chicks. If you intend to click
photographs of nesting birds, do so from a safe distance.
e SR qE el raTfers HIeul, & AHII0l 3 AT ST, SR GBIl TETe]

TR g T UeATd BIITIH BTG A IR GRIA JARTa d BT BIal.

* Potential predators of bird-chicks and eggs like crows, dogs and cats may follow you around while
you are walking and observing birds. Please be careful so as to not lead them to nesting areas.

Jeet uefl-fleror I T gedn T fUes 31T 37t WIuTR Weldh YTol ST hIdes, ot STIOT HiwTRI

3. NI IS, B, & AT0T e o] SReITSIde e IvTR ATeId, AT dhlodoll €l

* If possible, wear dull coloured clothes while bird-watching. Avoid strong-odoured powders, creams,
perfumes, lotions, etc.

IR IRTITT, elT-foleror owra™T FreRral G fhat fhdhe WM Us dToRT. g I SIS o1
qTaeR, 34, IR, BIE ST TN IR Tl

Remember, bird watchers must always act in ways that do not endanger the birds and their
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surroundings.
S3eTT Sa1, geft 3MTfor =ar ¥R JiAT BIvIdie] 1T TISIEIVIN Tal, Ird 91 eft-faviersdi+ JeHia

CECRIICT S

Terms used to describe bird behaviour

Y&GTeT g1 dUI- HRUATATS | a9 STTOT=AT HSiT

Here are some of the behaviours that you may observe:

qefl-F1eror BRI el Yeles Brel aci- ursraesl e arehre.

Feeding: eating food or drinking water.

YT : 37 WTOT feha aroft R0

Flocking: birds grouping together, either during flying, or while looking for food.
T fohar T aTaRoT: ST fhdT 371 TNYvATATST vegi=l FaT fhrvar fohar

Flying: the act of staying in the air, by flapping wings or soaring.

IIVT: U9 BT Ad fdhal IR, 8dd I8vgT! fshar

Foraging: the act of searching/looking around for food.

RIS : IITS[ATS ] A INGvgTe foharr fesauar fohar,

Mating: the action of birds coming together to breed.

AT/ : Al - RSt qegi=t (AR-A7<) U Juar fahan

Nesting: the act of building a nest, which is a structure to hold the eggs and chicks.

BRC T vegiET ey 1T SISt RIS J18<iics 3R 8- qieqvar= fshat

Preening: the act of cleaning feathers by oneself or another bird.
SIS : T < fdhaT GH=AT YTl 3T A A% fdhar fie-icd BRugrd! fohaT.

Bathing: birds immersing themselves in water to clean or cool themselves
A : W4 IRR guITATe! fhdT 2 BRUATATST qTvdre (Teid) gao! ARvaTE! b

Roosting: a behaviour where birds settle in groups (or alone), at a particular area to rest/sleep.

JIRTH : Tgrer fafdre S fasrich/sng aoarardt SiegT uRareT uell/emMd vl Ul AdTd, 31 daiH

Singing or calling: communication between birds.

3o TTSVI/ATE TTAN: eIiHefies Faarl <arorerdror

Territorial display: the act of protecting a tree branch, a nesting site, or an area on the ground. This
could also involve attacking/fighting another bird or animal.

YT TRTe aci: Qe STSrEl Bial, SRl SR, fhdl SaRles TEra] AR SRIE BRugrl
fopa. a1 ga=a1 veRl fhan HTuam=it &g51 BRI fhall Sals HRUT 5. Pl FHTIIN 319 bl

Walking/hopping/wading/swimming: movement on the ground/in the water.
eS0T/ I AR ot/ e i urg 3fied Are3vl/agvl- gegidl SIH-laxies fhar qroandics

HGEI]

Courtship: Various forms of communication like songs, dances, plumage, etc., in an attempt to
attract a mate.

AR SISIRRIST 3BT BRUATAR! S IS, AT BRI, fIIRT FHIdul ST AR
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Aoz fafdy yaR.
Y& 31ad : hlal UIRYING 3Teq

Figure 1: Parts of a bird

3Tl 1: Y& 3aYd

When you want to describe the bird, use the terms mentioned above for better description. For e.g.:
Thebird’s throat was black in colour. It had a white belly and a red vent.

STegT eI Uedd gui BRI 3RS, X Iy JuiFTATS! aRies 31eg dTuRT. SET. JeTedT Toaaidhs s
W] HTAT BIdT. TThSIos WIT TiaxT 7T fiq a1t ooy 1.

Student Handout #2
fremeatard) uf3reT # 2

Task 1: What to do?
el 1: BRI B 3127
(Time: Ten minutes each, in the morning, noon, and evening, for four weeks: individual activity).

(I TSB! T8 AR AHT0!, URT STOT HLATHTGS], TR 3MSTS; T ! W : HRT)

Carefully go through the “Basics and ethics of bird-watching” [Student Handout #1]
faeneatare) uffrer # 1 we QiTdeTyHT “uefl- e : BrEl Fosyd a9 o1 9ed” dBresiigdd
qrdl.

Choose a safe place in the school/near your home, where you notice bird activity.

1Y eI el T A, 37l 3o JTaRIdies fdhar eaxToTae e gRI&w ST fHasT.

For ten minutes in the morning, noon, and evening, spend time observing one species of birds, from
your “observation point”.

T FMaeored RIS WeraRad RIS Wehlo!, GURT 0T WeaThie! &8l A BIvedre! U
e ST fR1eTor b,

Write the following header information in your notebook: day, date, time, weather, location, and for
how long you carried out your observation activity.

1 9EId Yeid e SN aR, &1, de, S, qedme T M7 gef-Fiemomare! gl oaaat
Brerad! fosge et e fossr.
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* Observe the birds patiently and quietly. Write down everything the bird does.
T BB BIATS 1 DT, AUVl gedid FHRIET0T BT, i<l Pl geid forg Bral.

* Refer to Student Handout #1 titled “Terms used to describe bird behaviour” and “Parts of a bird”. Try
to use the terms in your descriptions and drawings.

faemeatardt ufrat # 1 UTel. QG “Uedi=al ac-d 9uiF HRuITe! uRHING 3reg” omfor 'qeut
g’ ATl Aifeell faosell aMme. ! auie HRAMT fhdl ol BT @1 Hil araRvarar Y
B

« Draw the bird, as you see it, and label it. You can also colour it if you would like to. It is alright if your
drawing is not beautiful. Focus on drawing what you see.

T Uell 51 farest, o T R dhral SAfoT 1 WM A1 . JFRTa Sfasd 31, ¥
el < A 91 3], JAd I U Gav 1903, a)] BIel exabd ATel. & Bledr 1, el of UTiees
TR 3Nferd B .

» If after one week, you are unable to make observations, use the “Observation Guidelines” [Student
Handout #3] to make your notes.

SR U1 AMBISATaR, JraTa] MRiern] fara! Argia ax et Arie e [faemeil afifgesr # 3]
T IR JH=AT G161 BRI, To be discussed with Adithi

Tip: You are free to write the descriptions in your own words, and you can use drawings, illustrations,
flowcharts, etc., to make detailed descriptions. Let us say you are observing a House crow and after
few minutes, it flies away. Make a note of it and then continue to observe another crow. You are
welcome to observe the birds for more than ten minutes also. Write down what you find interesting
about the bird or its behaviour.

diq: Il vegT guid e Freard fosg 3, SMfor ifdres AfavaR quid ruaradt gl Y@,
=07, Ted ST aTuR Ba 3BT, A FHG T DI Jw! YETE] braedrd [FRIET0 BRI TSI JMfor
STl e 91 g AT, Il Aig BRI 30T g1 Braedrd RIS BRIFAAT SN, JRIAT S8l
fAfeiten SR de gegTd fAR1eT0T RT3, R %! Bl B 2Addl. T Yedldes fhdl redn
IS JreTal el A1a=aqul MY UTfgcies! ST, <l fesg Sl

Task 2: What to do with your data?

it 2: TRl Figacsean Aifgdrd (faeT) 1w 31me?

(Time: 80-120 minutes, to be done four weeks after the task 1, group work, along with the teacher).
(d®: 80-120 M. Pl 1 FeATAR TR IMSTSA &1 Pl Jrel TC B FBUH Redhiaqdd b
3hal).

1. Form a group with your friends who observed the same species. Discuss your observations.
T UTfgesedn Sircirar vell STl uIfe el 3Me, MATERIaR Ydb I g9d]. AT FRIEviaes g
CaE

2. Use “Guiding questions for task 2” listed in this handout to compile your findings. For example, for
each question listed in the “guiding questions”, list the observations from all observers.

JAd sy U3 wRuarrdt ard ufed faoses el 2 Arel AniE3ie Y FiEl draR Bl

3. For each question, try to identify the similarities and dissimilarities in your observations across the

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE 7
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group.

Look for aspects that you would need to make more precise observations for. For example, is the
House crow only black in colour? Or is it a combination of grey and black?

T T IR D172 Dbl I T BT MO TS T I {07 31mg ?

Tip: If you think you have less data/notes, then continue your observations for another one or two
weeks.

i: SR RIS a1 3T DI JAd! RIS B 31Ted, TR Jral 15T &I d oI JATeas FRIeT Rl
EIGEE]

Then repeat task 2 with your friends.

CATIIR Pl 2 JoreaT H=Tled Joal Bl

Guiding questions for task 2

Pl 2 WIS} ATERID T

1.

10.

Where did you usually sight the bird (grass, shrub, ground, trees)?
TEITHT Fe! e BIS Ulfees 3182 (TN, FSUT, SRR, STSTav)

Which time of the day did you most often sight the bird? When was it most active?

T I Je] JraTesl velt st ervad faest? ol 31fdes |feha begl BId?

What kind of perch (higher branch, lower branch, ground) did the bird prefer?
TEATHT BIVTIT ST THRIG] JATaS<d ? (2 SAT] BiehaR, WieThel hieiar, SIiaR)

Did the bird stay in the same spot for long or did it keep changing its location?

Tefl IRTF dod UhTd ST BIT b T Fald AT ST 95 ebd BIdT?

What was the diet of the bird?
Teft BT WA fodaaT?

Was the bird social (moves in a group), or usually seen alone?
Uil Gehe e Bl 1 el BIel?

Were the birds always sighted in pairs (male/female or male/male or female/female or with a bird of
another species)?

=TS f&qeses vell Tedia SIS 8 &17? (S =/47a]1 fdhar 7R/R fdhar Arel/Are] fdbar ves el
ST ST e eaTled).

Did the bird prefer to be near birds of its own kind (same species)?
qegTAT ¥ad -1 STIc e YA ara=arT fosd BIdl hl?

Did the bird prefer to be near birds of different species?

gell, ST ST Yeg AT Sicl 1?2

Was the bird very vocal (makes a lot of calls/noise) or quiet?
Uell QU JATTST BRI BIAT (ST 2168 B0 [l e BTe50T) Bl 2T BIc?

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE 8
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11. What were the biotic components (other members of the same species, other species of birds, other
animals) that the bird interacted with.
3131 BT Sifdes TChiaRIR (AT SAIcire a1 Ya&il, SH=T/dTTedT ST efl, gav uoll) dere
- : 8o

12. What were the abiotic components (water body, soil) that the bird interacted with?
PIUTT Aoifdeh TChIaRIEN (STSRIY, AT TegT 3ficRishaT o 3MTeil ?

13. Did you see any nesting sites? How many of the birds were nesting?
JFRTH Y& BREHTH! ST TSI e AT 172 BReaTd fehdll uall 81 ?

14. Did the silhouette of the bird always appear the same?
JreTa! vedT (AR e (aean AN UER IoTS AT e dTellbR [GHUIR o, Riege) 8!
ARG dIee Hl?

15. What were the life forms (birds/animals/reptiles) that the bird seemed to fear?

UeATH] SR DIUTAT Sitgauiar (dell/dmoll/aRae o urofh) Hikl ared sl &17?

16. What were the life forms (birds/animals/reptiles) that the bird did not seem to fear?

313N PIoTh Sfra=ay (weft/yrofl/aRucum rolt) Bicit, ST YedTesT Wikl ared Tl ?

17. Did the birds fly away if human beings were close by?

SR AU ST 65 373 TI) Y&l Sg GX SIIdl 81l H1?

18. What was the most interesting observation you noted?
T Aigdcyes Aald ot [FRIeTor .

19. What behaviour (foraging, preening) was seen the most often, when observing the bird?
gl el uedrd fARIeor BRI B, d@T Jrelel Uil BIvRl Pl (S RIS, 3ADTS)
JAfehhE YrETIH fHesTodl ?

20. Did you see any roosting sites? How many of the birds were roosting?

JreTaT veidt yare fasticdi ST snewe ome &17? et ot geft fystich ord g ?

Task 3: Refining your documentation
Fell 3: T Frsacsa! At Hie wisor

(Time: 80 minutes, to be done one/two weeks after task 2: group work, along with the teacher)

(Ia5: 80 AT, il 2 HATIAR Yo of QI JATSTSATT &1 el ST, Rrerepidiad BRrar)

1. Work towards refining your documentation. You can add mind maps, flowcharts, flash cards or
present your observations in any visual/audio form in addition to your original writing.
J7d IETBR URYUT HRUATET T BRI JHT AlfdHed, el dedl &3 (mind maps),
FAEIC (FaTad), TRex (FRIRE), w3l wre (MY, aiem Faree &% ardbar fhdr gHe)

FFleror, JHet S feosedn AEaHad DIVATE] §33/ 41T TIRUTd AIGR 6 2],

2. If you have observed any peculiar or interesting behaviour of a bird, then write a short report on it,
giving exact details.

SR ! 9T UETs AR fhar 97 aa 11feel o, IR IHEs THG d0Rie 93 U ST
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argare fossl.

Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

LHOUSE CROW / 13T / FTaaT
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flocked logether on The pigeons were
= the lawn feeding something from
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The pigeons were Soil

bnd breast are lighter
Jrey-brewn in colour. The
ings, tail and legs are
lack Eyes and beck are
black

teresting cbservations ound

[ rows use many Hw.gs as nesﬂns
aterials. We saw them pick nylen rope,
etal wires, forn doth pleces and even
lastic pieces and fake them 1o s nest

Fhey usually shee-away other birds,

bparrows seem scared of crows. Crows

Habitat

Die:

o“ﬂEl" in'fcr'muhan
Lometimes sit in a group. Crows chase
bther birds. They eat many things

[In @ rough 2-D map of
our scheol/
heighbourhood, mark in
red spets where all you
jsighted the bird.

aw—caw (harsh seund)
wns, gardens, frees, ground

ruits, dead animals, food scraps

They don't seem to be scare of human beings. We heard igeons flew and took refuge
tories about crow from our grcnanreMS.

walking on the lawn '\ /
Lawn/ Grass
K _~7 House Crow

House Myna.

group of Mynas
foraging near by

Building
When it started raining, the

under the building roof

The crows were at

Blue rock
Pigeon
There was a 1rom the pigeans

a slight distance

Puddle of water

It s1arled torain  (collected due to
leaking AC vent)
The pigeons drank water
from this puddle of water

Figure 2 Templates: Example of a possible flash card (left); an interaction map of a blue rock pigeon (right)

31l 2: GRERT U HHI IGTENTT (ST ; HYARTT SR IHIaT THIT (IS

Most Important

31w AEwmr

Your notes should be a reflection of what you observed over four weeks or more. It should not be

copied from books or the Internet.

JHT AEl, IR JATeas fhdr TUE it drerear FRIEvar METRT STedTd. YETel YADBIg

fhal §ex-casas STl 3l SaRdere! ATfedl JHeT g el T4aTd].

Try to use the new terms that have been introduced in Student Handout #1 (For example, see the

italicised words in the above interaction map)

feneaiaret ufye #1 98 IRTY B fSoses T TR 3Teq ariRTI=n YT 611 (I WIS

e fshar UeHdTe gelford 3 uTal).

If you think that your data is not enough, continue the observations for a few more weeks.

T 3 dIed I3 Bl Jrel STHdes ol Afee! GR3N T8, TR Jrel bre! Afdd Sds egid fFieror

EIGEEI

Student Handout #3
farenmeatard) uSre # 3

Observation Guidelines (optional)
fteror arte R (qai)

Write down “who, what, when and where” about the bird you observed.

T FIRIET0T oyl YedTaees “hIvl, 1Y, Heal 0T DhIS” Bl Al foraT,

What was the bird doing?
vefl B B B

where?
geft 3= 3NEd BIT B2 I, BIS ?

Was the bird looking for food (foraging)?

Was the bird perched (sitting) or flying?
Uell T3 BIdT DI IS BIT?

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE
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Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

Did you observe birds nesting?

Caution: Never approach a nesting site. Observe
from a distance.

GEGIHT BRC LT e Uliges 318 l? ATGE:

GeTed] BREATIda fdeghes ST eI, il B8Rl

gX/qd Ulel.

Did the bird walk or hop? Do you think the bird
could walk/hop backwards?

qefl Arosd BIAT Bl ST AR BId1? Uell Irad
fhaT ST AN 91 ST 3lbdl BT 7

Did you see the bird swimming?
Uefl UIEdT R UTiges 31Te &1 7

Was the bird staring at one place for a long time? If so,
where?

Uell YU I Yhch UIBI BIdl HI7? AT,
HIS?

How was the behaviour of the bird around the nest?
Who was present near the nest? Male/s and/or
female/s?

ERCITOTde Y&ITd Il ¥ Bl ? ERCATSTd hIv]
B ? AR/ =R 7fo1/fhar AT/ Hren

Was the bird cleaning itself (preening) or bathing?

geft I T STIBTS b1 6D HRId BIdT?

Did the bird seem restless,
loudly? If yes, why?

el JrERe, d9d, Al 3JRsd Bl HI?
AT, BT ?

nervous, calling

Did the bird take a dip or a dive in the water? How
long did it stay under water?

TET TUgTd ! GID! ARG Dl YR ARSI H1?
el UTUARaTeS! fohell de Bia?

Did you see the bird picking up things (twigs, cloth,
plastic, wires, grains, worms, stones)?

el BTel TS I SIAd BIAT D17 (PTSAT,
BIIS, WIREH, dRT, ST, 37T, TS)

Did the bird feed on anything? If so, what was it
feeding on?

Tefl ®el WTd Bl B1?7 eI dl B T

BIdT?

Do you think the bird was collecting nesting
material? If so, what materials?

JRIS1 31 d1ed Bl Uell BRe JAqugrrs! Aifecd

ST BRI BITT? TSI, HIVT ATfecd ?

Did the birds show any signs of “territorial displays”?
U Wi gardl GEal Holl SRIgedrd
JreTe JATSad BI?

Did the bird drink water? If yes, from where?
geil gTuil WTIS31 Bl ? SR, BiS ?

Was the bird resting in one place?

geft Tapra ST fasticht o 81a1 172

Did the bird ruffle its feathers?
JegT T : fU fieR ST fhar fagdhe st gict w12

Did the bird stand on one leg?
Uell ThT TN YT 8IdT Bl ?

Did you observe any peculiar behaviour of the bird?

UETd Ul fARIY gei JraTal fag 3iTes &17?

Was the bird continuously in one place?
Yefl |aad UhTd SR BT B17?

Did you see the birds mating? (breeding)

Was the bird sleeping?

Uell {3 (/9T DR A JoTol fados
Gaw

qefl SgosT BIdT 617

Did you see the bird urinate/ excrete waste? Do they
do this often?

UeATS] SEdl BRI fhdr fasT erddEr gl
IIfEe} B17? d IRAR B BId B2

Did you see the bird fighting? If yes, with whom?
What was it doing to fight?

el SodMl JEI UllEdes  BI? AT,
HITATT ? eTed dui- B,

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE
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Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

What did the bird look like?
geft a1 fasad giar?

Describe what the bird looks like. Try and draw how
the bird looks.

How many toes did the feet of the bird have? Draw the
arrangement of the bird’s toes.

geft o1 fed BT, T 9ui BT, dl BT fovd
I, AT T3 BISuIT I B,

qedTedT UTATAT el 91 BIelt? Uegr=ar Agin

I B3 B, AT a3 Brel.

What was the size of the bird?
T&ITdT JAThIR hdel BIdl?

What's the most prominent feature of the bird?

TETd il dfRrseIqul e |,

Do you think it was bigger/smaller than your
palm?

What was the colour of the bird? What were the
colours of the different parts?

Ul AT TBTCTUET ST Il bl HIST Il ?

qeJTET N7 BI0TAT BIT7? IARIRTIT ITATAT HRTC

AT DIOT BIdT 2

Can you guess the height/weight of the bird?

What was the colour of the bird’s eye?

veTEl 941 fhar ao s gl IS B
APTes D17

G ST 3 BIUTdl BT ?

Did the bird try to camouflage itself with its
surroundings? If yes, how?

vegT, A1 fag A WA IRERREN o g

T hesl BIAT DT 7 AT HT?

Did all the members of the same species look the
same? If not, how were they different?

GeITAT ST |d vel) faIea ThaRe 3ied
D17 THATH, o YHHDUET B o6 [GAT ?

Describe and draw the shape of the bird’s beak.
What do you think might be its food?

YeITT AT gUi HRT IMOT Ford dreT. uedm
37 BT AT, 3 JBT5] dTe ?

Could you tell apart the male and the female of the
same species? How?

IR UabTd STl YediHe ey AR JATOT AT i
Y 2ADBIeS BT? B ?

Draw the feet of the bird. What is the shape and
colour of the feet?

YeITAT URITA o BTel. Uil bR M7 397
IV 3T ?

Did either member (male or female) of the species
look more colourful than the other?

T ST BIordTe! U gell (AR fdar #&Y)
SA=ATUET 3T 3D JAThY b (I BIT B1?

Who was the bird with?

geft BIvTRITd BiaT?

How did the bird sound?
YT STTATST BT BIT?

Was the bird alone or was it seen in a group?
Give the group number/size.

Uell UheT BIT I gl T3 AT UIfe el Bidl.
TTeTeles gl ¥R/ ATH R Fi.

Was the bird singing or calling? If yes, describe how
it sounded.

Yell 7T7d BIdT &1 A8 gTad 8Id17? o™, T
Ui B

Did the bird tend to move in a group (flocking)?
Gel TIC / AT IS JraTadl fades P17

Was the bird continuously making calls?
Gefl HId A1S °9Tesd aIdl Bb1?

Was the bird always seen in a pair (male and
female, male and male, female and female, or
with a bird of another species)?

Uell HgHl SIS &g &1 (AR 31 A7al, )
T =R, Hrel Sfor /et fhar ga=ar S

Assign a mnemonic to the bird’s call. (What would it
sound like if you wrote it out in English/Hindi?).
(Che-che-che, caw-caw, houp-houp)

GeTed] 3osd quie BT (el SUSll fdhar 3l

T YT JMANEE S &Y fo5glas ? (T-T-,

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE
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Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

TeTERIER) ?

PI-PId, gU-8Y).

Did the group comprise of the same species or
different species? Describe the interactions within
the group.

e} ST AT BIdT AT TUhTd SiTeii Ueft 8id &l
T ST et 81 ? ey UhHdh iR &

T BId, T (3ATRTHAT) F0I DI

How was the bird’s tone — melodious, sweet, harsh,
loud, screechy?

UEITET AT BT BIAT? AGR, S, Hehaa,
13T, TS ARIRG].

Did the bird interact with or get chased by any
other animals (e.g., insect, dog, reptile)?

Did the bird sing when perching, when flying, or
both?

UeTE] ST YTl UIUITERIER R Ih T STeh]
®1 fdhar =T WU UeAT=l YIS b3l b7

(S<1., BIcD, P, ARISUIRT AT0f)

Siegl Y&l 93T BiaT fohdr S slar (fhar ars)
HIATT) 3N TSI BIT BI?

Were there any other animals or birds near the
bird’s nest (if observed)?

Yo BREITSTdad $ax DhIord Urof) fohar geft g1a
B17? (SR UTfRes SRICUR)

Did you find instances where you thought two or
more birds were communicating with each other?

JFeTe1 31 YT fael &1 &l JreTal arces, g
fohar a1fere vell TpHdIEd Fd1g Beid M.

Were there any chicks (did you hear them)
present?

A veaTe fes BIit & (el Ui Jrarst Vhes]
#1)?

Did the bird make more than one type of call?
q?:ﬁ ThTUETT ST IhIRd 3TdTS] hled aidl hi?

Where was the bird seen?
BT Uall Bic fagorn?

When did you see the bird?
J%e! uell pegT Ut e ?

Describe or draw the immediate surroundings of
the bird.

Mention the day, date, time, location, and duration
of observation.

JTSIRTAT BIAT?

veTeAT URHART 3 HIeT fdhar guie . I boyedn et faaw, NI, de, ST
Was the bird easy to see or did it stay hidden? Was the bird commonly seen during the day/night?
vell JRTS1 |eol fa|d BIdl &1 dl Hareal axl | el FH=aqor feaar e st o 3 feaqan?

How long did it take for you to find the bird again?
TEITAT J78T LTI fobel] I8 BRI ?

Was the bird commonly seen through out the day?

geft A=) feaayR faad g &1?

How long did you watch the bird? Also mention if
you observed the same specimen for the entire
duration of observation.

I uegrd e ot 9w boy? e
HYUl PIATEEHE drg Uell gl T [Gqal

SN, AT 3@ hNI.

Describe the weather. Was it cloudy/ sunny/ warm/
hot/ dry/ humid/ shade/ cold/ windy? What was the
temperature like?

EAET 9o BRI, SAHE D / Il /
S¥ER / 89 / BRs / <HC / Adoid / 9 /
qreod! Bl 1?2 a1 fohelt BT ?

Where was the bird sighted: tree, ground, grass,
shrub, waterbody, etc.?

Tl P BRG] H@Ien; Sedy, SIfEHdR,

Was the bird more easily seen during morning,
afternoon, or evening?

Uefl aferhdad el UBaT M3Tar? ddie!,

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE

13




Vigyan Pratibha Learning Unit

Rediscover, describe, and draw birds

AT, YT, UTUATSTI gedTe) fSapTofi?

gURI B HegThTes] ?

What other signs (evidence) of the bird did you see?

TEITT IR HIUTCH S&T0T (IR TSI 1ot |

Did you find any discarded feathers? Draw and
colour the feather you found.

Did you see bird droppings? (body waste)?
Describe it.

eI Mol U U] fAwres! &1? Jwle]

J=el gl fagr fauell &1 (RS

ATISesedT fUATd qui BT 3T fordt it U ) ? Ui BRI
Can you guess which body part the feather came |If so, what was the colour and texture of the
from? bird’s droppings?

O I ST, ATSTE ! TS b DT
CaN

AT, YegTe] fasar 337 37107 ey &l gidl ?

Did you see any bird footprints? If yes, can you
guess if this was a land or water bird?

JrETe] UedTedl UTdesid o¥ fades 17 e,

Did you see a nest? If yes, what was the location
of the nest?

JEl R BRC Ul P17 AU, ERC

el SIH=aR ITaRoIRT BIT &I gToTqelt, Jrerad
3STST HTes D17

HIUTT ST 21 ?

Did you spot any other signs that indicated that a
bird was there?

3 ST il BIdT, B SR Sok gEls s

JTT e d17?

Did you see any dead specimen of a bird? If so,
how do you think it died? Caution: Do not touch
dead specimens with bare hands.

TETET 94 Uell gl UIfe el 3118 B1? Aqedrd, dl
T DTS ST AT, 3R JBTAT dIed ?

AT : G TS THT BT T3] B3 T,

What did the bird do at the end of the day?
TR vefl BTy BT ?

Did you find your bird roosting?
TEITEAT fA%Tielt eI Jwe uTiges 318 1?7

Did it roost alone or in a group?
d T8t Thea™ gdTd &1 e o ?

Did it always roost in the same place/tree? If yes,
which one?

J T8 Ut SR fhar sTeTaR fastid) adrd &1?

If in a group, were the other birds of the same
species or a different one?

SRR IR gldl, dX AT AT NISIE)

AT, BIS? el BId B! 708 Yell Bl ?
Describe the bird’s roosting behaviour. Did they make a lot of noise or were they quiet?
uefl fasricht =il o Bl Te guie BRI, < QU 3ITATST BRe Bl DI 27 B ?

Is the roosting site and the nesting site same for
the bird?

eI fAATCTI=IT ST AT EREIT= ST ARG
31T P17

Did the bird come to the roosting spot at the
same time every day or at different times of the
day?

geft fasrich BoaRITdt SRR SRSAT d! Al B
[EERIGUERERCICEI KNI

Table 1:
Ikl 1

Note: Feel free to address any other aspects of birds as well. Direct your attention not only to the bird

CC-BY-SA 4.0 license, HBCSE
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but also its immediate environment. The above questions are just meant to serve as pointers to initiate
your bird observations.

dig: Tl SR qEiAV R AU HiH] AGdl. Y S& haw YedTdR o Sadl Tl
SATSIETST TRERTDS Qe 3R] &1, ! Yeil- RISt Jodia BRUIRIS! dRies T2 Tl Hha
gD U faeyes 3mmed.

Field Guides
& ANt 3rmT

* Ali, S. (2002). The book of Indian birds (13th Edition). Mumbai: BNHS.

*  Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T. (2011). Birds of the Indian subcontinent (2nd Edition).
London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm.

» Kazmierczak, K., & Ber van Perlo (lllustrator) (2000). A field guide to the birds of the Indian
subcontinent (1st Edition). London: Pica Press/Christopher Helm.

» Early Bird Pocket Guide by Nature Conservation Foundation (Multilingual).
Image Source

LSRG RG]

Image 1: Adapted from: Pixabay (CCO Creative Commons)

&1 3ATel! Pixabay (CCO Creative Commons) T3+ Bdios! 31Tz,
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